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Keith Whitelam’s history on Palestinian history is probably well enough known to 
students of the Old Testament so as not to need to be re-hashed.  Suffice it, for the 
moment, to say (merely in order to place the current work in its proper Sitz im Leben) 
that Whitelam was roundly and widely and wrongly unduly critiqued and harshly (even 
maliciously) excoriated for it when his book appeared in print.1  The silencing of Keith 
Whitelam followed the Silencing of Palestinian History.  Or at least that’s what his 
detractors hoped would happen. 
 
Fortuitously, they were wrong.  Whitelam continued to publish- producing a series of 
articles, essays, edited volumes, and revisions of other publications to the delight of those 
who appreciate honest and accurate scholarship and to the dismay of those who prefer to 
learn what they know of the Bible and Archaeology from the pages of a popularizing and 
antiquities hawking pseudo-scholarly publication. 
 
Here, in the present volume, Whitelam shows himself to be at the height of his 
intellectual powers.  His prose is both gripping and majestic and his subject matter will 
enrage only those who hate the truth and love a lie.  The book is outlined thusly: 
 

Part 1 The Loss of Palestine’s Past 
 Chapter 1 How Palestine Lost its Past 
 Chapter 2 A History Built on Bones 
 
Part 2 Reconnecting Palestine’s Past 

                                                           
1
  I am referring, of course, to his The invention of ancient Israel: the silencing of Palestinian history. 



 Chapter 3 Palestine on the Turntable of Trade 
 Chapter 4 Recession in the Mediterranean: Illuminating a ‘Dark Age’ 
 Chapter 5 Revival in the Countryside 
 Chapter 6 Revival of the Towns 
 The Rise of the Sea-Facing Towns 
  
Part 3 The Deep History of Palestine 
 Chapter 7 Integrating Palestine’s Past 

 
It also includes a ‘Select Bibliography’, ‘Archaeological and Historical Periods in 
Palestine’, ‘Maps’, and an ‘About the Author’. 
 
It is neither too long nor too short- but like the warm bed Goldilocks discovered, ‘just 
right’. 
 
What is Whitelam’s thesis? 
 

Palestine’s past is crucial to its present and its future. We are familiar with the 
conflict between Israel and the Palestinians being played out on our television 
screens and the denial of the Palestinians’ right to self-determination in the face of 
overwhelming Israeli-American military, economic, political and media power. 
What is not so apparent as we watch these images of conflict in the present is that 
Palestine is constantly being stripped of its past. The idea that Israel is reclaiming 
an ancient homeland with its capital in Jerusalem is repeated constantly by Israeli 
government spokespersons or can be found on official government websites. This 
claim is so powerful that it shapes foreign policy in Washington and the European 
capitals (p. 7). 

 
And that thesis is magnificently proven, and unpacked, in the pages which follow.  A bit 
further on he observes  
 

Palestinians and Palestine have a past that needs to be written from the ancient 
past to the present and put together as a coherent story; not one that only starts in 
the nineteenth century or during the period of the British Mandate but one that 
goes back millennia to the Bronze Age and stretches through to the present. 
Palestine in the Iron Age forms part of a rich and intricate historical tapestry 
whose threads, set deep in the past, continue into the present. It has been said that 
‘for in the long and dazzling past of the Mediterranean, history may not repeat 
itself, but it is all part of a single fabric.’ We might say of Palestine’s history that it 
is linked, if not by a single thread, by threads that recur, reappear, and continue 
through into the present. Reconnecting these centuries to the history of Palestine 
as a whole becomes urgent because of the way in which the truncated history of 
this period—as understood by scholars, politicians, and the general public—has 
such deadly consequences in the present. 

 



I deem these two fairly long quotes from the earliest pages of the book sufficient to give 
potential readers a sense for what Whitelam is up to here.  Readers of this particular 
review owe it to themselves, owe it to their intellectual curiosity, and even more, owe it to 
their sense of fairness in the pursuit of knowledge to take the volume in hand and work 
their way through it for themselves. 
 
It should land on every Professor of Old Testament / Hebrew Bible’s desk with an 
impressive, demanding thud announcing ‘read me- and assign me to your students’. 
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